
§3.6  Infrastructure 

 

The Department of Mathematics is physically located in two buildings not very 

far from each other.  The main building is the Spiegel Building, number 216 on the 

campus maps, and easily recognizable by the mirrors forming the facing of the top 

floor.  The other is the Katz Building, number 604 on the maps, a classroom building 

which houses the computer labs and the technical support. 

 

§3.6.1 Administration 

 

 §3.6.1.1 The Physical Plant 

  
The offices of the professors and the secretaries are all located in the Spiegel 

Building, which is shaped like a squared-off infinity sign.  The Computer Center has 

the southern half of the building with its central courtyard, while the Department of 

Mathematics and the Department of Computer Science share the three floors of the 

northern half, together with the library and the departmental computers. 

 

§3.6.1.2 The Departmental Offices 

  
The five secretaries have three offices on the middle floor of the building, not far 

from the main entrance, and right next to the offices of the secretaries of the 

Computer Science Department.  The middle floor printer and two copy machines, one 

for Mathematics and one for Computer Science, are near the main entrance, with a 

storage room behind printers. The technical computing staff has very small offices on 

the ground floor of the building. 

 

§3.6.1.3 Office Space 

 

In addition to the offices of the secretaries, there are offices for faculty members 

on all three floors, and offices for the computer staff, generally located in the 

basement.  The assignment of offices to the academic staff has deep historical roots, 

the only general principal being that Full Professors get an office by themselves until 

they retire, at which point they must give it up and share one of the "Emeriti" offices.  

Some Associate Professors share offices, and some Senior Lecturers do not.  The 

offices of the Mathematics and Computer Science staff are interspersed in a truly 

random way, freezing the situation as it existed at the time of the "divorce." Each 

Chair from either department knows instinctively that any square meter ceded will 

never be regained. 

Mathematicians, compared with physicist or chemists, are inexpensive, in that 

they do not require laboratory space and technical staff.  They do, however, require a 

quiet place to think and sharing an office with another faculty member doubles the 

number of interruptions.  Furthermore, because of the shortage of offices, in at least 

one case two rooms were converted into three, and in the new, smaller rooms there is 

not enough space for two faculty members and a standard bookcase. 

 

§3.6.2 Classes 

 

§3.6.2.1 Classrooms for Courses 

 



Classrooms for courses are assigned by a central Rooms Division in the 

university administration.  There is a general tightness of classroom space.  Four large 

classroom buildings were built between the north and south halves of the campus, and 

many of the classes for the Department of Mathematics are held there.  Service 

courses for other departments are often held on the "home turf" of the department; all 

the the courses for the students in the School of Engineering are held in the four new 

buildings of the School, located at the far north corner of the campus.  

 

§3.6.2.2 Rooms for Meetings, Seminars and Conferences 

 

The most important rooms for the Department of Mathematics are the Upstairs 

Seminar Room and the Tea Room.  The Downstairs Seminar Room having been 

turned into office space by the Department of Computer Science, these are the only 

rooms in which the colloquia and seminars of the Department of Mathematics and the 

Department of Computer Science are held. 

The Upstairs Seminar Room can hold up to forty-five people, but is more 

comfortable with less than forty.  It is in constant use for seminars, colloquia, 

meetings of graduate courses, and meetings of review sessions.  Although the 

university has officially claimed the room for its general pool, it has accepted the 

claim of the Chair that the room is completely utilized by the department. 

The Tea Room is officially the department kitchen, with the refrigerator and 

coffee machine, as well as the Emmy Noether Room, with a display of mementos 

connected with Emmy Noether and the Emmy Noether Institute.  However, it is used 

for departmental Teas once a week, for festive occasions, for informal meetings of 

research collaborators and for small seminars when there are two seminars scheduled 

in the same time slot.  These uses are made possible because a white board which was 

installed by the previous Chair to enable mathematical discussions during Teas.   

Finding space for holding conferences on campus is quite difficult.  One 

international conference last year met in a different room every day.  There is a 

conference center in the Feldman Building, but with all the conferences and meetings 

on the Bar-Ilan calendar it is quite often commited a year or two in advance.  There is 

a smaller conference center, the Beck Auditorium, which is also hard to obtain. 

   

§3.6.3   Computerization  

 

The Department of Mathematics and the Department of Computer Science 

together share a technical staff of four who support our departments’ web pages, 

email, computer servers.  Currently the department maintains a network of 

approximately 70 PCs for faculty, staff and graduate students and 10 central servers. 

A majority of our faculty manage their own web pages under the global site 

www.math.biu.ac.il, where they provide links to their current research and 

educational materials for their courses.   On the central computer system, the 

Department of Mathematics and the Department of Computer Science provide access 

to proprietary software applications – including Maple, Matlab, the R statistical 

package – as well a complete set of open source applications – including TeX. For 

reading email, the members of the department and the students have three options: the 

UNIX mail program Pine, a departmental gmail site, or transfer of files to an outside 

program. 

 

§3.6.4 Computer Laboratories  



  

The main computer laboratories for the use of students occupy the full second 

floor of the Katz Building, number 604.  There are 147 computer stations, divided as 

follows: 

• Room 201 – 47 new Sunrays 

• Room 202 – 47 older Linux machines, to be replaced next year 

• Room 203 – 21 older Windows machines, to be replaced this summer 

• Room 204 – help desk and 12 older Windows machines 

• Room 205 – 20 Sunray stations 

These machines have access to Maple, Matlab and other software via the 

department’s central computer system.  

The two large rooms can either be used as classrooms, with the screen of the 

computer of the instructor displayed on a screen or allow individual access for 

students.   These systems serve over 3000 registered users from Computer Science, 

Engineering, Mathematics, though in practice they are mostly used by the 

undergraduates in Computer Science and Mathematics, who number around 700 

students.  The rooms are heavily used, but there are usually free computers except 

when a class is in progress and takes one of the two class rooms. 

The budget for support staff has been reduced from 10,000 hours a year in 2002 

to 3000 hours a year in 2008.   This has forced the closing of the laboratories at 21:00 

instead of 23:00, and has also reduced the availability of aid to students having 

difficulty with the hardware or software. 

There are paid printing and copying services for undergraduates. The university 

is in the process of building a wireless network which will allow our students to 

access our central computer system from anywhere on campus using laptop 

computers.  

   

§3.6.5 The Departmental Website 

 

The website of the department contains much useful information about the 

department.  This includes: general information about administrative positions (Chair 

of the department, secretaries, consultants to students for various tracks, computing 

management), a list of the academic staff and their contact information (email, office 

number, phone and web page), a list of regular seminars with current talks and a list 

of other mathematical events (conferences, etc.), a list of faculty research areas and 

research institutes at the department, information for students (programs of study in 

various tracks, list of courses and their syllabi), and various support information 

(directions to the department, computing support, administrative forms, academic 

links, position openings, etc.).  

The site also runs a constantly updated list of announcements for students. Its 

URL is http://www.math.biu.ac.il/. The web site is managed by the faculty member  

A. Reznikov with the technical assistance of D. Kurzberg.  The present design of the 

site is due to R. Harel. The Financial Mathematics Program runs a separate website in 

English. As part of the self-evaluation process, it was decided to open a parallel site in 

English, since much of the information was now available in English. 

 

§3.6.5.1 The Library of Mathematics and Computer Science 
 



The library is located in the Computer Building, spread over 3 floors, covering 

over 300 square meters of space.  It serves the Department of Mathematics and the 

Department of Computer Science, as well as the other departments of the university. 

On the entrance level is the collection of approximately 80,000 books in 

mathematics and computer science.  The periodicals and series such as Lecture Notes 

in Mathematics and Lecture Notes in Computer Science are on the upper and lower 

levels. The lower level also contains the Schiffer Collection – a rich collection of 

books in mathematics, physics, philosophy, Judaism, literature and more.  This 

collection was donated to the library by the family of the late Prof. Menahem Max 

Schiffer and attracts students and faculty members of the department as well as from 

different departments of the university.  A collection of 658 master's and doctoral 

theses can also be found on the lower floor. 

 

Opening hours:  Sunday – Thursday, 8:30 – 18:00 

Number of seats in the library: 30 

Number of computers for users: 4 

Number of computers for staff: 4 

 

Library staff: 5 

1) Library head – master's degree in information and library science (full-time 

job), 25 years experience 

2) Librarian – master's degree in linguistics and library science (full-time job), 15 

years experience 

3) Librarian – bachelor's degree in library science (full-time job), 25 years 

experience 

4) Librarian – bachelor's degree in library science (50% job), 25 years experience 

5) Librarian – (75% job), 20 years experience 

 

Guidance is given on a one-on-one basis by the library staff to any student who 

requests it.  However, usually guidance is initiated by the staff members themselves. 

 Databases (DB):  

MathSciNet 

IEEE Xplore 

INSPEC 

IOP 

OUP 

Science Direct 

Springer 

Wiley 

The faculty members and students have access to these DB from anywhere on and 

outside of the campus.  These DB enable access to perform searches + full text.  

Almost the entire library's budget is devoted to the subscription of these DB, as 

well as to periodicals and series (approximately 60).  The library committee has not 

been active in recent years since the budget is devoted to standing orders and books 

are rarely purchased.  Recently the library was forced to interrupt subscription to a 

number of important journals, a move which angered a number of faculty members. 

There is no office space at all in the library, even for cataloguing and binding.  

Nor is there any room at all for expansion of the collection of books and periodical. 

There are only a few computers available to students for looking up books in the 

library system or finding articles in databases. 


