
Chapter 1 

 

The Institution 

 

Bar-Ilan University 

 
Bar-Ilan University (BIU) is one of seven Ph.D.-granting institutions in Israel. It 

is organized into six faculties.  In addition, there are five interdisciplinary programs 

under the auspices of the Unit for Interdisciplinary Studies.     

 

§1.1 History and Development 

 

Bar-Ilan University (BIU) opened in 1955-6. Fifty-six students began their BA 

studies in four areas: Jewish Studies, Natural Sciences and Mathematics, Social 

Sciences, and Languages and Literature.  In the sixties, the four areas were 

transformed into faculties, and various departments were established. Gradually, each 

of the faculties was recognized by the Council of Higher Education, and the 

institution as a whole was officially recognized on November 20, 1969. 

In the late 1960s, following the Six Day War and the influx of immigrants, the 

student population grew to 5,500. Meanwhile, the university also launched the 

establishment of the first extension, in Safed, to be followed by four others, each of 

which ultimately grew into a college under the auspices of Bar-Ilan. 

In 1971, the Law Faculty was established, and the seventies also saw the 

founding of the university's publishing house. The Responsa Project, which 

documents two thousand years of rabbinical and Talmudic literature, went into 

operation in the 1980s, as a collaboration of researchers from the Faculty of Jewish 

Studies and the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science. In 2007, the 

Project received the coveted Israel Prize for Torah Culture. It was in those years that 

the School of Business Administration was founded as well. 

In the 1990s, following the large influx of immigrants from the Former Soviet 

Union, the student population doubled and new departments were launched, among 

them the School of Engineering and unique programs in such areas as music therapy, 

translation and interpreting, logistics, computational biology and others. 

The university now comprises of six faculties: Jewish Studies, Humanities, 

Social Sciences, Life Sciences, Exact Sciences and Law. In addition, there are six 

interdisciplinary programs under the auspices of the Unit for Interdisciplinary Studies: 

Hermeneutics; Gender Studies; Conflict Management and Negotiation Program; Brain 

Sciences; and Science, Technology and Society. The different facultative programs 

and departmental frameworks operate around 130 different research institutes and 

chairs, with about 780 regular faculty members teaching as many as 7,000 courses to 

moe than 20,000 students. 

In 2009 alone, the university graduated over 4500 students with a B.A. or B.Sc., 

nearly 2400 Master's students, and 262 Ph.D.'s.  In recent years, the university has 

been investing extensive resources in research efforts by increasing the ranks of 

research students and promising young faculty members.  

 

 



 

 

The campus(es) on which the institution conducts classes (number and location) 

 

Bar-Ilan's primary campus is in Ramat-Gan. The Ramat-Gan campus is located 

on a major north-south artery, and is accessible by bus or by car. The university 

provides academic support to courses taking place in four regional colleges: Ashkelon 

College, the Western Galilee College, the Jordan Valley College and the Safed 

College. It also conducts degree courses for the haredi population in Bnei Brak and 

Jerusalem. 

 

§1.2 Aims and Goals 

 

Bar-Ilan University is an institution of higher learning which strives to combine 

cutting edge research with the finest standards of academic teaching. Its aims also 

include the promotion of Jewish Studies and research in this area, for which reason its 

students are required to enroll in courses centering on basic concepts in Judaism, 

which are replaced by general distribution requirements for the non-Jewish students. 

Bar-Ilan's contribution to society is evident in its many community involvement 

projects, involving both faculty and students, and it strongly supports the 

strengthening of bonds between itself and the community, while aspiring to contribute 

to the narrowing of social gaps and the creation of a stronger and healthier Israeli 

society. 

 

§1.3 Organizational Structure 

 

The university has two separate hierarchies, an academic hierarchy headed by the 

Rector and an administrative hierarchy headed by the Director General.  The office-

holders in the academic hierarchy, Rector, Deans and Chairs, are academics, elected 

for a fixed and limited term.  The administrative hierarchy is run on a business model, 

with appointments from above and no rotation.  The overall authority rests with the 

Board of Trustees, which meets once a year on campus, but most of the decision-

making authority is delegated to the President and the Management Committee. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§1.4  Senior Academic and Administrative Office-holders 

Chairman, Global Board of Trustees- DR. MORDECAI D. KATZ 

Chairman, Executive Council- PROF.YAAKOV NEEMAN 

President - PROF. MOSHE KAVEH 

Rector - PROF. YOSEF MENIS 

Vice Rector - PROF. HAIM TAITELBAUM 

Vice President for Research - PROF. HAROLD BASCH 

Deans: 

Dean, Faculty of Jewish Studies - PROF. MOSHE ORFALI 

Dean, Faculty of Humanities - PROF. BINYAMIN ABRAHAMOV   

Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences - PROF. SHMUEL SANDLER   

Dean, Faculty of Life Science - PROF. HAIM BREITBART 

Dean, Faculty of Exact Sciences - PROF. AMIHOOD AMIR 

Dean. Faculty of Law - PROF. ARIE REICH 

Dean of Students - PROF. SHMUEL SHULMAN 

Academic Secretary (Acting) - MRS. PNINA AGASSI 

Director General - MR. HAIM GLICK 

Director for Students Administration - MR. ARYE ARZI  
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